Great day for the Mother's Day Canoe and Bird!!!
We had 5 tandem canoes and the Blackwater Dancer with 6 paddlers. The sun was out
and warm and no wind. Could not ask for better.
We had great views of the colors of blackbirds and heard their different songs and calls.
Red-necked Grebe pairs were calling loudly in many areas. Everyone enjoyed the
distinctive call and the descending whinnying laugh of the Sora despite never seeing
one. Some Canada Geese were on the nest with eggs while others were shepherding
their goslings. I think, because of the very early spring and ice off, there were no large
rafts of waterfowl this year. But we were able to get some good looks at Redheads,
some Surf Scoters and always a pleasure, elegant Long-tailed Ducks. Our last addition
of waterfowl to the day's list was just before we headed back to the boat launch when
Ron was the first to spot Ruddy Ducks. During our regular pit stop, there were lots of
exclamations at the spectacular beauty of a male Calliope Hummingbird seen close-up
through the scope. Later on we were fortunate to get an up-close look at a Solitary
Sandpiper before paddling across to lunch at Pioneer Park. While enjoying lunch we
had numerous birds telling us of their presence with their songs - RB Nuthatch, RC
Kinglet, Warblers, Robins and before lunch Western Tanager.
Consider joining the Blackwater paddlers on one of many trips of the season. If you
don't have a schedule check out the schedule on the website quesnelpaddlers.com
Happy Paddling!
Total 57 species

•

Canada Goose

•

Mallard

•

Blue-winged Teal

•

Northern Shoveler

•

Redhead

•

Ring-necked Duck

•

Lesser Scaup

•

Surf Scoter

•

Long-tailed Duck

•

Barrow's Goldeneye

•

Bufflehead

•

Common Merganser

•

Ruddy Duck

•

Common Loon

•

Red-necked Grebe

•

Great Blue Heron

•

Bald Eagle

•

Northern Goshawk

•

Sora

•

American Coot

•

Solitary Sandpiper

•

Spotted Sandpiper

•

Bonaparte's Gull

•

Ring-billed Gull

•

Rufous Hummingbird

•

Calliope Hummingbird

•

Belted Kingfisher

•

Hairy Woodpecker

•

Northern Flicker

•

Hammond's Flycatcher

•

Cassin's Vireo

•

Warbling Vireo

•

American Crow

•

Common Raven

•

Tree Swallow

•

Violet-green Swallow

•

Barn Swallow

•

Rough-winged Swallow

•

Black-capped Chickadee

•

Red-breasted Nuthatch

•

Marsh Wren

•

Ruby-crowned Kinglet

•

American Robin

•

European Starling

•

Yellow-rumpled Warbler

•

Wilson's Warbler

•

Common Yellowthroat

•

Western Tanager

•

Chipping Sparrow

•

Savannah Sparrow

•

Song Sparrow

•

White-crowned Sparrow

•

White-throated Sparrow (Hallis Lk)

•

Dark-eyed Junco

•

Yellow-headed Blackbird

•

Red-winged Blackbird

•

Brewer's Blackbird

